


Whitley Bay C.C. vs DCSCC, 20 September 2026
The sounds of lonesome hounds echoed over the grounds of Whitley Bay C.C. as DCSCC stalwarts assembled in front of the club house of our hosts. Were the inhabitants of the local kennels whooping it up in the anticipation of the forthcoming contest, or just baying to be released? Looking at one or two spots on the playing surface, it was evident that the release of certain canine deposits had already taken place. We were warned - be careful if you choose to dive in the field!
Captain Pat won the toss and opted to field, despite us having only ten players ready. Such confidence in his team! Theo opened the bowling (into the wind, since your correspondent gave him no choice!) and he straightaway set the tone of the match, firing down meteors fast and accurate, giving nothing away. We benefitted from this at the end of the second over when yours truly sent one down (not so fast!) which the opener turned to square leg. It was quick thinking by Ben Shone to seize the ball and throw it to the bowler’s end where the overly-enthusiastic non-strike batsman had chosen to try for a single…only to be stranded half way and get run out.
One down! The next to fall was in Theo’s third over where batsman no. 3 mistimed another missile, it looped up off his bat and wicketkeeper Vinny was forced to gallop sideways like a hare to catch it. More excellent fielding!
First bowling change saw Whitley Bay with relatively few runs on the board when Joanne and Terry took over the attack. But the pattern of play did not change: tight bowling at one end and fast pace the other. In Terry’s case, it was not so much fast, more life-threatening! In his first over, the batsman nicked one and, 30yds (?) behind the stumps, Vinny snatched it out of the air. Brilliant!
It was around this time that two of our team eventually found us, after having difficulty in locating Whitley Bay (North East coast, fellas; north of Durham, east of Carlisle…). Welcome Sid and Omer! (These two are now candidates for the Gregorian Calendar award for timekeeping - last held by Nigel.)
Joanne kept bowling an excellent line and length, but with no wicket. Meanwhile Terry continued to terrorise all opposing batsmen with hypersonic javelins and, in his fourth and last over, he had one caught in the slips and another by ‘keeper Sid who had taken over the gloves from Vinay. Terry finished 4 overs for 3 wickets, conceding only 9 runs. A tremendous return to DCSCC after his long absence from the team, having been lost meantimes in the wilds of Coxhoe.
Joanne continued bowling as Pat brought on Ben Kelly to replace Terry (maybe mindful of possible prosecution for GBH?). Ben kept up the pace, although retiring after three overs, conceding 5 runs with one LBW to his credit. (Ben claimed he was ill, but with 12 team members now present there were any number of us who were claiming the same and offering to leave the field to spectate! Ben, myself, Guy, and others – all candidates for the ‘Where’s Wally?’ award)
At the halfway stage of their innings, after 18 overs, Whitley Bay had lost 6 men and gained 60 runs. One resilient batsman, who had come in at the third over, was still there, collecting runs and he kept plugging away as Ben Shone and Nigel came in to bowl. This experienced wielder-of-the-willow eventually retired on 36 - the maximum – shortly before the next batsman fell, trying to hit Ben but getting caught by Theo at mid-off. Nigel’s normally bamboozling deliveries yielded no wickets this time, nor did Omer’s short spell of spin, and then your correspondent and Theo were left to finish off the innings.  Batsman number 9 was the last wicket to fall, gloving a lifting ball off yours truly to Sid the keeper and then Whitley Bay finished their 35 overs with a total of 143 for 8.
DCSCC openers Guy and Sid walked out to bat. They found a wicket that by now had cut up, turned dry and dusty, and featured variable bounce. The first ball was medium pace, sort of spin, pitched right up beneath the legs of Guy and the ‘keeper, and continued to a quick bye. The rest of the over was tight, full, frustrating and Sid couldn’t wait to hit the last ball that gave him room to swing the bat. Unfortunately, he swung the ball straight to mid-on. Out caught! DCSCC were 1 for 1 and Sid became a contestant for the Jemima Puddleduck award.
Omer came out next. I’d not seen Omer bat before and I wondered how he’d cope with some demanding deliveries on an awkward wicket. He pulled the first one from outside off to square leg for a quick single. Hmmm, risky. Next over, the next scoring shot he pulled to square leg for a six! OK, Omer knows how to bat! Indeed, with this one masterful stroke he qualifies for the Champagne moment. (For excellent performances in the field, Ben S., Vinay and Sid were all in the running for this award; as nearly men, they perhaps qualify for Prosecco awards as strong contestants!)
From then on, our two batsmen settled down to steadily increase the run rate: Guy, at one end, solid as always, laying down the foundation for the innings; Omer at the other end smacking the ball to all parts with 2s and 4s. 
Omer quickly had to retire on reaching the maximum of 36. Vinay was next in and kept up the assault with boundaries and singles until caught on 17 trying for another big score.  By the halfway stage, 18 overs down, we were 90 runs to the good for the loss of two wickets and looking well on top. 
Guy by now was nearing the maximum, displaying a solid defence and driving some elegant 4s. He was due to retire as well when, of course, as soon as we thought that he missed the next delivery and was declared LBW. He trooped off on 29.
Pat and Ben were now facing the opposition on a deteriorating wicket. Pat waited a couple of minutes before sweeping for 2, then another 2, and Ben grabbed a quick single. Next over, next ball, Ben lost his middle stump! Oops. Ben Shone came in to replace him.
In the 26th over, DCSCC were now 4 down for 115 and scoring was becoming difficult. Pat managed a couple of excellent boundaries, swinging the bat on an increasingly dusty wicket, and Ben S played a straight bat and kept a steady defence for four overs until caught with 4 runs to his credit. Theo was next in.
On arriving at the crease, Theo lost no time in gaining 2, to finish the 30th over on 125 for 5. With Pat still battering away at the other end, our two stalwarts now put on a push for the target of 144. It took them only two overs more, each finishing with boundaries, for them to close down the match, with Pat on 30 and Theo on 10. DCSCC had managed 146 for 5 with an excellent flourish to finish.
Congratulations to all for a memorable team performance where all played their part in the victory, and thanks also to a friendly opposition who, whilst celebrating with drinks at the club house, invited us to return at the same time next year at the end of the 2027 season. We will be back!
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